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the Prime Minister will not take any step forward until
the ground has been most carefully prepared in
advance. This characteristic of his father and brother
is shared by him. No one need fear that the active
participation of the Head of the Government heralds
a return to the hectic diplomacy of the immediately
post-war period.

It has been claimed for Mr. Chamberlain on an
earlier page that he has the gift of seeing the country's
problems as a whole, and this means he fully realizes
that if a nation is to be effective abroad it must be
strong at home. The connection of the Chamberlain
family with British industry now goes back several
generations, and so the Prime Minister, in addition to
being a business-man himself, has a special claim to be
heard when he speaks of the relations between the
State and private enterprise, for he can look at the
problem from the point of view of both parties as well
as of the past. In October, 1937, he laid down at
Manchester the basic principles of his industrial policy:

In the old days, when things were much easier
than they are now, we all put up with a good deal of
inefficiency in industry, and the business-man of
that day was an individualist. He did perhaps some-
times interfere with other people, but he partic-
ularly disliked any interference with himself by
anybody else, and particularly by the Government.
He considered that politics was rather a degrading
business in which he wished to have no part. As
for the State, that was really only an abstraction.

That is a striking contrast to the attitude of
responsible men in business to-day. They feel that
their responsibility does not end with the concern